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September 25, 2009 
 
Last week I had an opportunity to tour the City’s new Water Treatment Plant which will be operational 
later this year.  This is an impressive state-of-art facility that will provide for our water treatment needs 
for many years.  The plant is scheduled to be turned over to the City for operation in late November or 
early December.  This action will satisfy the Ground Water Under the Influence of Surface Water 
Agreed Order between the City and the Washington State Department of Health.  The City will be 
coordinating with the National Park Service a dedication of this facility and I think that you will be 
impressed with this new facility. 
 
This week I was also able to participate in a meeting of the PA Forward Subcommittee that is working 
on strategies for implementing the recommendations included in the AIA study.  A public meeting 
tentatively  scheduled for October 13 at 6 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  The purpose of this meeting is 
to solicit comments from local citizens as part of the process to determine which recommendations from 
this study have the highest priority for consideration to be implemented in the near future. 
 
This week the Port’s Executive Director, Jeff Robb, and I made a presentation to the Peninsula 
Development District (PDD) on future plans for renovation of the Coho Ferry Terminal and connecting 
these improvements to the future development of the Waterfront Promenade.  Although plans are still 
being developed on these projects, this initial presentation was well received and our project ranked #1 
of all of the projects submitted to the PDD.  In the next 30-60 days we hope to have more complete 
plans to show to the Council, Port Commissioners and other local groups.  At this early stage it appears 
that this will be an exciting and very worthwhile project that may get off the ground in the very near 
future.   We will continue to search for outside funding sources and will keep you posted. 
 
The TIGER grant, which includes a funding request for both the Waterfront Promenade and the ferry 
terminal improvements, was submitted to the Department of Transportation last week.  I have attached  
several pages from the grant application for your information.  We should know by February whether or 
not this grant will be funded. 
 
Over the past year there have been a lot of concerns expressed about the business climate in the State of 
Washington and how we may not be competitive for new economic development opportunities.  It was 
very heartening to receive the attached report this week from Forbes.com that rates our State #2 in their 
recent “Best States for Business” ranking.  According to this study the growth prospects appear to be 
excellent even though business costs continue to be high.   
 
During the past week, we have been working with the new owners of Pen Ply and have approved their 
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy.  It appears likely that this new industry will occupy the facility 
next week and begin operations sometime in November. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
-Kent Myers 
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