
CITY MANAGER WEEKLY UPDATE REPORT ~ KENT MYERS  
February 3, 2012 

 
This week I wanted to share with you some steps we are taking to enhance our working relationship with our 

neighbors in Victoria, Canada.  First of all, Mayor Kidd and I are heading to Victoria on February 28 for meetings 

with their Mayor, City Manager, Chamber, Coho Ferry, and Tourism Victoria.  This week I met with Department 

Heads to discuss the schedule for our management exchange program with the City of Victoria. Last week we 

were able to secure a reciprocal membership between our Chamber and the Victoria Chamber.  In addition, we 

have recently been able to get Buxton to collect and provide their first international consumer data that will help 

in some of our local marketing efforts.  Finally, in terms of marketing, the Olympic Peninsula Tourism 

Commission will be engaged in a comprehensive marketing campaign in March focused on Vancouver Island (see 

attachment).  Local officials will be involved in this effort by staffing a booth at the Victoria “Be a Tourist Day” 

on March 1  - 4, 2012. 

 

One of the many community improvement projects identified in the American Institute of Architects (AIA) study 

two years ago was the Race Street Corridor Redevelopment Project. Since we have been focusing on a number of 

other AIA projects during the past two years, this project has not been a high priority.  However, I wanted you to 

know that we are seeking grant funding for this project and have gained the support of Congressman Norm Dicks 

for this project (see attachment).  If approved, the grant would fund the construction of a boulevard, including 

bike lanes, from Front Street to the entrance to Olympic National Park.   

 

We are still waiting on a response from the Governor’s Office on the City’s request to participate on the Natural 

Resources Damages Assessment (NRDA) Board of Trustees.  In the meantime, it is interesting to note that the 

Port has also sent a request to the Governor requesting a position on the NRDA Board (see attached). 

 

Several months ago, I participated in meetings with a transportation consultant retained by the National Park 

Service to explore options for improving public transportation to Olympic National Park.  This week I received 

the attached letter from the ONP Superintendent, Karen Gustin, which includes recommendations for ONP and 

local agencies to improve transportation services that would enhance access to Olympic National Park.  This 

information will be presented and discussed next week at the PA Forward meeting.  

 

This week I was able to tour the Ediz Hook area with the Public Works Director to review some of the damage 

caused by increased winds and waves.  While photos were shown at the last City Council meeting, the actual 

impact appears more serious than shown in the pictures.  For example, there has been a major wash-out of the area 

adjacent to the YMCA property and they have retained a structural engineer to assess whether their building has 

been damaged.  Additional information will be provided as we get better cost estimates in the coming weeks.   

 

Finally, we are very excited to be able to present the 100% drawings for Phase 1 of the Waterfront Improvement 

Project for discussion at this Tuesday’s Council meeting.  The final design elements for the esplanade are very 

impressive.   This includes the proposed lighting, artwork, benches, landscaping, bike racks and other 

improvements.  The plans are available on the City’s website at www.cityofpa.us/CommEconDev.htm#st and will 

also on display in the lobby at City Hall.  I encourage you to stop by to review these plans prior to the Council 

meeting.   

 

 

Kent Myers  

City Manager 
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